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SUBJECT: US-GDR COOPERATION RE UNESCO SPONSORSHIP OF 
BROOKLYN MUSEUM ART EXHIBIT 

REF: PARIS 0977 

1. GDR DEPUTY PERMREP, KLAUS GOLDENBAUM, TOLD DELOFF 
IN JANUARY 14 MEETING (SEE REFTEL) THAT HE STILL 
AWAITING FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS FROM HIS GOVERNMENT ON 
FOLLOW-UP STEPS THAT MIGHT BE TAKEN WITH US TO OBTAIN 
UNESCO SPONSORSHIP OF EGYPTIAN-SUDANESE ART EXHIBIT 
ENVISAGED FOR LATE 1976-EARLY 1977 IN US BY BOTHNER 
(BROOKLYN MUSEUM) IN COOPERATION WITH EAST GERMAN EXPERT 
(DR. WENIG) WHO WOULD WRITE EXHIBIT CATALOGUE. 

2. GOLDENBAUM STRESSED THAT. CONTRARY TO IMPRESSION 
APPARENTLY CONVEYED BY BOTHNER TO US NATIONAL COMMISSION 
FOR UNESCO, THE IDEA OF POSSIBLE US-GDR COLLABORATION ON 
THIS PROJECT WAS NOT REPEAT NOT A GDR INITIATIVE AND 
INDICATED THAT GDR WILLING TO PURSUE THIS POSSIBILITY 

ONLY TO EXTENT THAT US RESPONDED WITH PRECISELY MATCHING 
RECIPROCAL INTEREST AND SUPPORT. 
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3. INDEED, GDR DEPUTY PERMREP SAID THAT BOTHNER HAD 
INITIATED ACTION BY VISIT TO EAST BERLIN IN MID-OR LATE- 
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1974 WHEN HE DISCUSSED PROJECT WITH GDR DEPUTY MINISTER 
OF CULTURE (LOFFLER), THEN AGAIN FOLLOWED UP BY BOTHNER 
IN DECEMBER 1974 IN PARIS WITH SOVIET (YURI TURCHENKO 
WHO HEADS UNESCO MUSEUMS DIVISION. TURCHENKO APPARENTLY 
SENT LETTER TO GDR AND US NATIONAL COMMISSIONS ASKING 
THEIR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION FOR UNESCO "PATRONAGE" 

I.E., SPONSORSHIP TO EXTENT OF NOMINAL BUT NOT FINANCIAL 
BACKING. 

4. GOLDENBAUM AGREED WITH DELOFF THAT IT BEST AT THIS 
POINT TO AWAIT FURTHER REACTIONS FROM RESPECTIVE 
GOVERNMENTS AND ESPECIALLY TO HAVE BOTHNER'S AND WENIG'S 
VIEWS ON EXTENT OF OFFICIAL US-GDR BACKING DESIRED 
BEFORE FURTHER DISCUSSION OF BILATERAL COOPERATION. 
GOLDENBAUM AGREED TO DELOFF SUGGESTION OF WORKING LUNCH 
WITH BOTHNER AND WENIG WHEN LATTER VISIT PARIS DURING 
JANUARY 31 -FEBRUARY 5 TIME FRAME. 

5. GOLDENBAUM INDICATED THAT GDR VIEWED THEIR DETACHING 
WENIG TO ACCOMPANY BOTHNER ON CURRENT VISIT TO EGYPT AND 
SUDAN AS A "PRELIMINARY STEP." DELOFF INDICATED US 
GENERALLY PRE-DISPOSED TO FAVOR BILATERAL COOPERATION IN 
CULTURAL MATTERS ALTHOUGH THIS RELATIVELY "UNEXPLORED 
GROUND" IN PARTICULAR CONTEXT OF NEW US-GDR 
RELATIONSHIP. 

6. COMMENT: DELOFF LEFT WITH STRONG IMPRESSION THAT 
APPARENTLY ENERGETIC EFFORTS BY BOTHNER TO OBTAIN GDR 
COLLABORATION MAY HAVE BEEN MIS-READ BY GDR AS 
SIGNALLING ENTHUSIASTIC USG INTEREST AND SUPPORT FOR THIS 
PROJECT. PERMDEL WOULD SUGGEST CLOSE DEPARTMENT 
CONSULTATION WITH BOTHNER AND US NATIONAL COMMISSION 
TO AVOID ANY MISUNDERSTANDING. 

7. PERMDEL WOULD APPRECIATE PRELIMINARY GUIDANCE 
REQUESTED IN REFTEL BY JANUARY 30, AND CONFIRMATION THAT 
TURCHENKO LETTER CITED ABOVE HAS BEEN RECEIVED BY US 
NATIONAL COMMISSION, IN ORDER TO BE PREPARED FOR 
ANTICIPATED DISCUSSIONS WITH BOTHNER AND WENIG. 
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